
#1 ï MacArthurôs ñBlank Check,ò September 30, 1950                                                                                                                                               

After the successful invasion at Inchon, MacArthur was ordered by the White House and the UN to cross                      

the 38th parallel and take the war into North Korea.  He is told to feel ñunhamperedò and to win the war.   

 

 



 

#2 ï The ñGag Order,ò December 6, 1950 

Communist China enters the Korean War and begins to fight against US/UN forces at the end of October 1950.  

Newspapers blame MacArthur for provoking China by crossing the 38th parallel.  The White House remains 

quiet so MacArthur defends himself publicly by noting he was ordered to cross into North Korea.  In response, 

the White House orders that no public statements about foreign policy or military policy be released without 

approval from the Department of the Army.   

 

 


